CPYRGHT

Approved For Release 2000/08/26; &#A-RDP75-00001R000200540027-8

lv‘}Where We‘M iss the Bus n Vtet et N am—II I

(Boston, Massachusetts)

October 11, 1965

Enemy Made OVer 10C CPYRGHT

W hile mzlztary opemtzons have been going betier tham expected

i recent months, there has been some doubts as to the prospects of

- American’ victory in Viet Nam.
\ . The writer of this series—a resident of Newton and former Army
T oﬁicer—-has just veturiied from Viet Nam where he was working for

or
wzt!f

él

the Umted States governiment in a highly sensitive field, In his daily .
erin lived wzth the people of Viet. Nam and had close contact
z _officials. .

By ST ART ACAN ALPERIN

. dy of all wars.

il

Due to. the nature of the war ‘Demg waged Tn Viet Nam, the com-

mon, daﬂy
impact ofi”

acts of every American in that country will have a greater
“Blir current and fu‘cure relations with the Vietnamese

,people than a]l the bombs dropped in Zone D or North Viet Nam.
thhmg could be more tragic than if the United States brought

."the Vietnamese conflict to an honorable concluswn and yet lost ther

goodwﬂl of the Vletname%e people.

;A great deal has. been writ-!

5 ten and said about the bomb-
ing, “strafing, and burning of
 inrocent villages and pea-

sants. ‘This remains the trage-

- However, even if such “ac- 3
cidents” of war could be halt-

- ed, there remain the ever-.
i present impressionable actions;

of the American advisors and |

- combatams

Gen Westnioreland and his |

- Military Assistance Command |

V.t lam (MACV) team have

| been award of this important’
| aspect nf the war and recently
[ issued a Persénal Conduct:

Card to 81l American mili-'
tarymén 't Viet Nam, which®
must always be carried on

-their Berson. The card is ai

reminGer that ~the United

Stat is 14 South Viet Nam

as gﬂ'ﬁts” of the Vletnamese
[

’uance "&f such a card:
Scent bf the Code ofi
>ard Igsued after the‘
[ﬁ ) cbnﬂlct to remind our:
tmg men ‘ho w fo act
should they become prlsoners
of war.

1t is questxonable whether

is 8

S m
Co 1

“this new card will erase the:

remnants of the “Ugly Ameri-:

* ¢an” from gur representatives
i Viet Nam, But it is a posi-

tive step ifi The Tight direction.
' also proclaims that to-;

- days’ soldier also must be a,
diplomat: . i

The need for such action’ superiorxty over “their Vietna-

in South Viet Nam has been'
great, - especially since the
buildup of United States forces,
last Spring. It is 2 need which
permeates all ranks.

Last June a US. Army:

Caribou landed. at a central’

highlands airstrip with a ship-

ment of food, beer, and saft
drinks for the local American
advisory team’s PX and club.

When the plane left the area, :

one can of cola remained on |
the  runway. A - Vietnamese
soldier ran onto the strip and
retrieved the can with a big!
smile on his face.

Like a bolt of lightning an |
American mdjor pounced on |
the Vietnamese soldier and
made nim give. it back. -

An Australian advisor, lo-
cal Vietnamese officials (who :
spoke English), Vietnamese
interpreters, and dozens of :

. Vietnamese soldiers witnessed |

this display of teniper.
Thousands of dollars of .
Armerican aid and many years
of American diplomacy. had
been washed away for a 1llc
can cf cola.
A Vietnamese captain who |

had received. a French Univer-',

sity education in Hanoi and:
has commgtded his present .
unit for three years made the
following observations about
the American advisory team
effort.

First. of all, many Ameri-
can advisors adapt an air &f

_.A_L...w,

mese counterparts, even if the
Americar officer’s rank might |
be lowe: than that of the Viet- .
namese.

% Secondly, the Americans: ‘
s often question the professional!
ability and f{raining of the ; i
Vietnamese officer corps, yet,
the Vietnamese officer has,
been trained by his own coun- !
try, the Frénch, the Austral—
jans and the Amencans

He said that one new Amer- |
ican advispr was testing him |
on his knowledge of tracknd- J

i vehicles. The question was ob- |

1 viously very elementary and]
‘a slur to the Vietnamese cap- |

{ tain’s cempetence. After he §

canswered the question, the

‘\/rtnamese captain had. one
! for the American. The Ameri-
can could not answer it.

The reason was simple. The
E@nran had only attended
besic course at Fort' Knox,

the U.3 Armor School; where- .
as, the- Vietnamese had al- ;
ready graduated the advanced
rcoursé. Needless to say, the
relationship between these two

- gentlemen remained cool.

‘' Thirdly; the Vieinamese of-
ificer hag’ been jnvolvéd in the
war-for hit-entire adylt life.
He - gxppatu a new “advxsm'"
ev%ly 51z to 1étSbmomhs

slis the young ~

Amerltaﬁ‘gg s first corn- §
bat erpemence Too often what {
the ’v:ntnamesc can offer hig

E SN

American “advisor” outweigh
the advice he can expect to
receive from his American
Eig Brother.

Finally, although he is phy-
sically slight, the intelleciual
competency of the Vietnamese
officer often outweighs that of
his advisor. Most Vietnamese
officers speak French and Eng-
lish with a high degree of
fluency. Many of them have
been educated in Europe and
the United States. They are
astute students of internation-
al affairs ana are soldier -
politician - diplomats.

These are a: few of the rea-
sans our American “advisors”
are actually “‘support” offi-
cers. Rather than adv1smg, the

Amervcan has become the ligi-
|son officer between the Amer-
ican and Vietnamese military
commands.

When the Vietnamese offi-
cer cannot get logistical sup-
port from his own command,
‘which is most of the time, he
can tur to his American “ad--
visors” for helicopters, obser-
vation planes, transportation,
arms, ammunition, or food.

‘Although there are many
gallants instances where hoth

[|the professional and social re-
|lationship between the Amer-

fcan and the Vietnamese is
close, this is the exception
rather than fhe rule.

] Many special forces tewms,
[Ranger advisors, and MACV

] Ipersonnel are in “the thick of
11it,

" with their Vietnamese

counterparts. But 1t is more
common to find the American
|adviso: retiring to his French
fart for lunch, mid-day suesta,
an’§ nightly movie.

bne cannot begrudge them
for these few comforts when
théir lives are constantly at
|stake. However, if the Amer- .
icaris spent more time eating,
drinking and relaxing with
(with their Vietnamese coun-
terparts a great many of the
“untalked about” barriers
[which now exist between our
two military teams would dis-

Jappear.

NEXT—How we're missing
propaganda bets,
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